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In order to search for the treasure in the Pyramids, a boy called Santiago traveled
from Spain to Egypt, leading to a journey which was not only amazing but also
meaningful.

= AR

When you want something, all the universe conspires in helping you to achieve
it.(p.22)

Courage is the quality most essential to understanding the Language of the World.
(p.111)

Tell your heart that the fear of suffering is worse than the suffering itself.(p.130)

=~ IRAVEIEL

A boy called Santiago, who was a shepherd originally, discovered his  “Personal
Legend” and he traveled for a long time, finishing his dream finally. The story
sounds simple but, actually, it’ s profound and complex. To me, life is travel, and the
boy’ s travel for his dream is just as amazing and complicated as life. Therefore, in

my opinion, it s a story of life.

In the story, | think “Personal Legend” means one’ s dream, which is written by
God. Some things in our lives are what we are destined to finish, while some things
are not. Luckily, the boy discovered what he was destined to finish early. When we
know our own Personal Legends, what will we do? The boy sold his sheep and chose

to go find his treasure in the distant unknown place. And, from then on, he was

15



forced to choose again and again. Also, in our travel of life, we have to choose our
own way continuously. When we discovered our Personal Legends, it is just the
beginning. First, we have to determine to take the road for our Personal Legends or
not. If we choose not to take, we' |l travel on the original road, and our lives will
remain the same. Take the crystal merchant the boy met for example; he chose not
to pursue his Personal Legend because he was afraid that he would lose the goal
after finishing it. He decided to lead an ordinary life, keeping thinking about the
beautiful dream. Nevertheless, | don’ t think we should give up pursuing Personal
Legends because of fear, or we will regret at the end of our lives, for we even didn” t
try. We can search for a new dream after achieving the old one. Keep trying so that
our lives would be worthy and meaningful .Besides, no matter which one we choose,
there is one thing unchangeable —the right to decision lies in our own hand.

The boy chose to search for his Personal Legend, and during the travel, he met an
Englishman who traveled to finish his Personal Legend as well. When they traveled,
the Englishman just immersed himself in books while the boy kept observing the
world. “There is only one way to learn. It’ s through action.” The alchemist who
the Englishman kept searching for said. | suddenly realize that why | failed to finish a
lot of plans. It was because that | kept learning through books and thinking too much
instead of doing something to achieve my goals. Realizing the world by our hearts
personally is more important than learning the principle in the books. Nothing can be

achieved without action.

Besides, in the travel for his treasure, the boy came across Fatima and fell in love
with her. The boy faced a hard choice again. He could stay in the oasis with his lover
or leave for his dream. | think it was Fatima' s love that encouraged the boy to finish
his dream. “True love never keeps a man from pursuing his Personal Legend,”

this book reminded us. With true love, we get the power to live out our own Personal
Legends bravely. In addition, the alchemist was an important role who did a lot to
help the boy achieve his dream. He was a teacher who led the boy in the travel. And
he let the boy travel alone in the last stage of his searching for the treasure. | think
that we all need a mentor in our lives, a role who could lead us to face the following
life and discover who we are. And, after all, we have to finish the travel of life by

ourselves.

Everything in the world is always changing, and so is one’ s life. In the book, there
were a lot of omens reminding the boy of his dream and many people helping him to
achieve his goal. It makes me think that one’ s fate is written and there will be lots
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of factors to lead one for his or her own life. We can get what we deserve finally.
However, we are still able to decide what we want to see on the road. We can
become better and better, like the lead could evolve into gold. Once | discover my
own Personal Legend, | could choose to be the crystal merchant or the boy. And as

long as | stick to my own decision, all the universe will conspire in helping me in my
travel, as this story said.

Y~ B emeferd -
Have you found your own Personal Legend? If you have, how did you know that? And
what did you do to fulfill it?
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Andrea went to an interview of Runway for a job that  “a million girls would die
for". Surprisingly, she was enrolled! However, she then found that the “amazing
job” turned out to be a catastrophe.
= AR

“No choice? You have nothing but choices! Andy, this job isn't just a job anymore, in

case you've failed to notice —it's taken over your entire life!”  (p.343)

=~ IRAVEIEL

Andrea considered herself had changed nothing after she learned “fashion” in
the Runway. However, just as Alex, her boyfriend, said, “I'm not exactly sure how it
happened, but | feel like | don't even know you any more.”  Not only her look, but
also her soul had been changed. As the saying goes, “Lookers-on see most of the
game.” Sometimes we just lose our pure heart without knowing it, even worse, we
often ignore others' advice at the moment. When we finally realize that everything
has gone wrong, it has become difficult to solve them.

Take Justine Bieber, for example. His third album, which made him one of the most
popular singers, was launched in 2012. Moreover, it also turned him into the
youngest singer whose songs had ascended to the “popular billboard” . His fans
were all over the world and he always took the fans by storm wherever he went. No
doubt it was a fantastic phenomenon for a singer. Recently, news about Bieber were
often being broadcasted on TV, too. Nevertheless, most of them were the negative
ones, including getting drunk before his concert, hitting news photographers, lashing
out at journalists and even fans and so on. People started to criticize his behavior;

even his manager said that if he didn't quit his bad habits, he would send him to a
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reformatory. | think Justine was just like Andrea; they all forgot what was the most
important things for themselves. They also forget what they really want and hope for.
The shining spotlights on the stage have blinded their eyes.

Fortunately, we still have chances to deal with them if we are in the situations.
Nonetheless, this time, we need more courage and more resolutions. Andrea made
it. She made up her mind to be what she wanted to be instead of chasing the latest
fashion and staying under the spotlights as most of the girls would like to do.
Eventually, she saw everything clearly and made the best decision —embracing her
genuineness and making an effort to pursue her real dream. | hope that Justine
Bieber can break this myth some day. After all, he is a great singer, isn't him? It will
be a big loss if he couldn't sing in the future.

Alex is my favorite character in this book. He had a kind heart as wide as the sea.
When Andrea was going to do something he didn't like at all, he would give her some
advice. However, whatever Andrea's decision was, he always stood beside her and
gave her support. Even when her eyes were covered by the black cloth of seeking for
the higher position, ignoring him, her friends and family, Alex refused to break up
with her. He told her, “Don't break up, just take a break. | think it would help both
of us if we reevaluate what we've got going here.”  Although he felt he couldn't
stand for her anymore, he resolved to give her a chance and advised her to think
about these seriously. In my opinion, it was Alex who pulled Andrea out of the mire.
We often face difficult positions. When we encounter them, all we should do is
getting out of it with courage and faith and don't hesitate to reach for others' help if
you need them. None the less, there are some things more important than those.
First of all, we should always keep our mind clear and sharp. Second, take others'
suggestions seriously and reflect on ourselves. Third, don't be stingy to reach out
your hands and come to others' aids. Last, also the most significant, be honest to
your heart and live just as you do. These are the things that this book has taught me.
g~ S EmaRE

In the story, Andrea was besieged with the balance between her job and her life.
Ultimately, she chose to live her old, ordinary life. Nevertheless, when we’ re in the
situation, how can we know which one should be sacrificed and then the result will

be as we hoped to be?

19



FoO —FER

Bt 4k 107

% K OHE

fE #RINE

SN TR YA MR B A an (E (E
=£%E ISBN : 9789862720950
HRaES SRR R (R —EiR
JES7ZE4L ¢ A Lesson Before Dying
HEE(EE ¢ JuER - R
HHARCEEAT 5

tHRRFEH 120124201 H 31 H
f IR

— > EEEEENE-G
V9 0 FAHIEE S 2o » —F— ﬁlﬂ’]kfﬂ%%lﬁ?—fﬁﬁﬁﬁi’rﬁ#}\ f&
% > AN A REREIIMtAYE B - B AR E SRR E T AR ariE——
SEIRIGEZE - BRI R A EEEA -

ERRAHEE T - A SRE - AAE BB AMEZ A SHER - A
SEEERR > H A EEESTRTHIRIR — &R © TS5 - St
% o

* BT -
p341 " SCARRIMIERAR A ARG - B FHENE Ty ?/Eﬁﬂﬁ
Y o o MFGEREERIHE S - ERaTr - BT o MIGERERES - AR T
fFGER R -
p29 F&TK*EE%?{{W? RILIHTESE - ) dhE o T RN B AL EFRE
far - SEE CHYEEE B -

= ~ FRAVELEL -
RIEERAE S HIERGE R FRR U - (A AU ~ FERAVEAR > &
(S RAEH AR ?

FERCH AT SEE - s AR AR ERHEE B E PHEEEA T
PR Est S — T I Eﬂ@ixﬁ@‘%ﬁﬁﬁﬁihﬂ’]m%ﬂ% o EAAE
FURA T 2B FERRE - ERERATE T SCEHRANT

BARMAR S H S B2 hh » BN E A ERE - s B

20



BETER T E CamERY i - Rk T EIERBEL > A el | §F

Bl - AR E CRYOERTEEN - B "THEALEEH T > NS ARG H

i BERERR R R A T 50 (BRI ORE EAYEESE - 5B ARy
FESLES T T ety —H > B H OO E ERVEE - BEsiEEIE e

ATHYSEAH

"EEANESEEAREERN - R IR TR EER | SRR
Rl fRi(S 2 ATAGE A AER Z 8 - (ZR Mg 55 A —F% " %
fRUEE - EFESLT > WREA ZRABEHEFNRE—RERE SERAEY
B o [EIRH T A B ARERY T 2t - e R (E R A LG BBy B

=

%o

BARE = H C A —E NLEFR P FRR > ARBERE L E CH A%
& BRI T - BEENE o B RIS 1B
A ek o WAWHETEH ST ERrdSE A AMERHEE TR AR R
AYRLE S <2

" SERIAYE R —EER | BAFIER 7 RN B R R A AR
to EETEMEB NGRS 0 (H{E - IEFREEE - AMELL - FREEEER
MR AT —— B8~ RIR - AEE ~ A2 ——RIRER
AFEHEBREEBRENA LA - A S URAVARREERS « ARV - F
= (EF B GO HAR BB RO — BB N ~ PREFE LUK R 20K
T - E R B AN IR AR B T AR - R
{8 " EABER ) AR tREGTIS R AR - @R BT AR
By ~ g T e mSET - AT SR Rt AR IREBCR THY
ek NRESI A EHERER T T A EReEE, mE -

et 5 CHYME AR BT IR 2 3 (2 B ~ TRV AL g W& M A
B - IS RIREIIERy - BERSMENIIT R - RS 5 Rt AT - 5
Bt E CrytEar RS rat A4Sy - B o PR AN S S IR Ay 3B
B RN ZESIEBNLE - EANEMTE R ZBEEH - siEREE G
AT BRI P BB - BIER ARG ANE - EAT
ANBEAAE © BAZEEEHASBBEHY -

AT RIFT AR e NE SR S - R T BRAAL | T ETD
95 THIERY - BA N EFEERAERA e LI E A — A5 - S
Y& - AR R BRS U EEE - SR " JEAIYERR
—EER ) EEEGRTHI AR |

21



VY~ e

1 AR B SRR (R4 B A A RS ?

2 AERAERS RENGELY  BEMERFAESERIGRRE - fla T
ESIIREEE FH ? WG A (e E S H F AP 2 £ RSy

g ?

22



O R

JE 4k 213

% XK HE

fE & &kt
SEFEHE | The Little Prince
=& ISBN : 9780156012195
I ES  NET
[HrEE44 ¢ The Little Prince
EFE(EZF © Antoine De Saint-Exupery
H B BEAT : Harcourt,INC
A 19431 H 1 H
R KR

— - EEFEEANEG

A pilot made a crash landing in the desert where he met the little prince. He talked
him about his inspiring life story and made him recapture his innocent childhood.
= AR

1.Language is the source of misunderstandings.(P.60)

2.0ne sees clearly only with the heart. Anything essential is invisible to the
eyes.(P.63)

3.What makes the desert beautiful, is that it hides a well somewhere.(P.68)

=~ IRAVEIES

In the beginning, the book mentions children’ s drawings. | think

children are the most interesting creature in the world. They can’ t speak well but
they can use another way to express their feelings. Drawing is one of good methods.
Sometimes we can’ t understand what they draw. It is because our eyes are covered
with realistic dust. Children’ s eyes are clear, so are their hearts. Maybe their

originality is what adults should learn.

The interaction between the rose and the little prince impressed me the most. The
rose was like a woman who was nagging and cared about whether her boyfriend
loved her deeply as well. However, love isn't as simple as we think, and it is based on
trust and spiritual combination. Sometimes we may get lost in the pursuit of love or
other things. I’ s wrong and dangerous. As the saying goes, “Grasp all, lose all.”

We should keep the saying in our minds and avoid making the same mistakes again.

During the little prince’ s adventure in different asteroids, the drunkard intrigued
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me a lot. Most people can’ t face the faults that they have done or face the music,
just like the drunkard. Once he is ashamed of drinking, he should stop drinking
immediately. Escaping is the worst policy. Because it can’ t help anything but
increases more vexation. | also disagree to the geographer’ s doings. He just quotes
explorers’  speaking without going out by himself. As a geographer, it is necessary
for him to explore the whole world. Just like studying, one who can put what he or
she has learned into practice is a real learner. Knowledge lies in books, and wisdom
lies in life.

In the twenty-third chapter, the little prince said that he didn't want to buy the pills
that could quench thirst at all. | totally agree with him If we had the pills, how could
we enjoy the pleasure of drinking water? Life should be spent on something
unimportant but pleasurable. People in the modern society tend to save time as
much as possible to do something they think meaningful. Finally, they become
snobbish and insensitive. Their paces are too fast to appreciate the beauty
surrounding us. Don’ t let your life be filled with many kinds of pressure. Always
remember to spare some time to do what you want to do and relax for a while. After

resting, you will feel more energetic and efficient in work or study.

The fox’ s viewpoint is my favorite. With no doubt, “taming” is the best way to
establish relationship with others. Love makes the world go around. If you desire
love, you must be tamed and tame others. And don’ t forget that eyes are blind; we

should experience everything with hearts.

“The Little Prince” is a literary classic. It should be read in everyone’ s life. In my
opinion, it" s the novel that can be read in all ages. For children, It’ s interesting.
For adults, it” s inspiring and it can also tug at their heart strings in some chapters.
Go ahead if you haven’ t read it. If you have read, read it again and you will get

different feelings!

g~ e

1.What was the true feelings that the little prince had for his proud rose? Love or
hatred?

2.Why did the fox want to be tamed by the little prince?
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I. Summary

One day, Eliza Doolittle, a cockney flower girl, came up to Henry Higgins's sight.
Having great interest in this wonderfully  “low" woman, he decided to turn her into
a real lady!

~ -~ A -

Il. Impressive Sentences

1. She is so wonderfully low, so terribly dirty - I’ Il doit! I' Il turn this thing into a
real lady. (p.13)

2. You did it! What about me? Didn’ tldoittoo? You' re just pleased thatit’ s all
finished now, aren’ t you? Now you can throw me back on the street! (p.27)

=~ IRAVEIEL

lll. Afterthought

After finishing reading My Fair Lady, the story undoubtedly made a great impression
on me. Not only did | see an independent woman make every endeavor to turn
herself into a well-beloved lady, but it also forced me to think of the society we live
in.

No matter which gender you are, people who are born in the twenty-first century
must have enough courage to face the rising power of women’ s rights. Men have
to realize that they are no longer the only one in their family to go out for work and
still keep their dignity. Women have to absorb the comments of the society and
prove their real abilities and skills. In the book we can see how a woman’ s accent
affected her life. Though we often say that all people are born equal, seldom do we

really make it. We can still see those who wander on the streets or are born with
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disabilities as the lower classes. Action speaks louder than words! Women’ s rights
are human rights, too. We should do as Hillary Clinton once mentioned in her
speech: We can create a world in which every woman is treated with respect and
dignity, every boy and girl is loved and cared for equally, and every family has the

hope of a strong and stable future!

Among all the characters, | love Alfred Doolittle most. He is a man with no moral
sense but believes that life should be lived to the fullest. Though he had no pennies
with him, he was happy! He was free! He truly lived for himself, not for others.
Unfortunately, after being prized by a American rich capitalist and receiving four
thousand pounds a year, he is no longer as free as he used to be. He is now confined
in an invisible prison. | think Alfred Doolittle simply represents the true character that
is hidden in our deepest mind. Often we can’ t face our real personalities so frankly;
we are still hooked by those trivial things like class distinction. Thus, we can’ t really
live a life without caring about others’ comments. | like the way Alfred acted in the
story. Though life was tough, he could still keep his optimistic heart and face all the
difficulties that came up to him. “He is an elderly but vigorous dustman and seems
equally free from fear and conscience.” Whether life is a blessing or a curse, it

depends on your attitude toward your life!

The characters in this story not only tell us how difficult it was for women to struggle

to earn for their rights, but teach us to live our life to the fullest and with no regret!

g~ S EmaRE

IV. Questions for Discussion

1. Why did Henry Higgins want to change Eliza into a real lady and bring her to the
ball? Is it simply based on his experiment or is it based on something else?

2. For an independent and elegant woman like Eliza Doolittle, she can live on her

own. Then why did she eventually come back to Mr. Higgins?
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A pilot made a crash landing in the Sahara Desert, and it was why he could make the
acquaintance of the little prince, a naive boy from another planet.

= NS

| need to put up with two or three caterpillars if | want to get to know the
butterflies.(p.27)

One sees clearly only with the heart. Anything essential is invisible to the eyes. (p.63)

=~ IRAVEIEL

“ The Little Prince ” s such a great book helping us find the meaning of life.
After reading it, | have learned very much and also have lots of thoughts.
The pilot lost his imagination when he was just a little boy because adults never
cared about it. He said all they were concerned about were just numbers. | think it’
s true. As we become older and older, we may lose our innocence more and more.
We chase our success but also forget our original heart. It” s why we sometimes feel
empty and unhappy. | think if we can see things with our real heart, the world will
become more colorful because of our changes.
| like the little prince very much because he was so innocent and sweet. He felt happy
when seeing new things and could always associate them with other things. Because
of it, his world was always bright. No matter how hard the situations we face are, |
think we can always learn from him. The most important thing aren’ t the problems
but our minds. Keep our innocence and we can always be hopeful!
The most impressive part for me is the time when the little prince saw many roses at
the garden, and his heart was broken. If | were him, | think | would also be shocked.

Happily, after knowing the fox, he realized that his rose was totally different from the
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roses on earth and he no more felt sad. It makes me think. Sometimes we lose
something we cherish, and we want to look for another to supersede it, but it is
impossible. Because we all understand that our love is unique, even though they look
the same, the meaning to us isn’ t the same at all. Once we are tamed by
something, it will always be matchless in the world.

Finally, the pilot had to say goodbye to the little prince, and he was so sad for it.
Then, the little prince told him that he could always find him as long as he looked at
the sky. Every star would be so beautiful because his friend was just there. | was so
touched when reading this part. Although someone important may not be close to
us, if our hearts are close, | believe we can always feel each other. “ Anything

”

essential is invisible to the eyes. It" s just like our relationships!

Y ~ B emaferd -

1. The little prince said, “ It" s a little lonely in the desert--- ” Why did the
snakesay, “ It' salso lonely with people. ” ?

2. Why did the switchman say, “No one is ever satisfied where he is.” ?
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Nick Vujicic, who is a man without limbs, struggled out of his comfort zone and finally
broke his frame. In this book, he proved to everyone that he could lead a life without
limits!
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You have the power to change your circumstances. Go after whatever it is your
desire.(P.15)

If you don't love yourself, then give yourself away.(P.87)

Fear can be your foe, but in this case | made it my friend.(P.122)

If you don't have what you want, consider creating what you want.(P.184)

=~ IRAVEIEL

It is a truth that when | got this book, | loved it too much to part with it. Nick Vujicic
has been my idol since | first met him at the age of fourteen. Our teacher introduced
him with his footage and | was always moved to tears every time | watched his
lectures.

He wrote about his parents’  despair when they faced this massive challenge. |
admire their courage and willpower when they decided to bring up Nick with love.
His parents always stayed with him when he faced every challenge, and they also
encouraged him. | really love the sentence said by his parents," Do your best and God
will do the rest!" No matter which religion we believe in, we just need to do our best,
and we don’ t need to worry about the rest because we have done our best! Plus,
we can never change those things we have done, so just try to change the future
with our determination!

Another part that touched me was what he said," If you don’ t love yourself, then

give yourself away." We can never understand that there are many people poorer
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than us unless we really do something for them. We don’ t love ourselves because
seldom do we look at what we have already had. Those who live happily and
contentedly are apt to feel content since they know they are fortunate enough to
have those things they have already owned.

Nick also reminded us that we should be ridiculous from time to time. We might feel
apprehensive or cranky at times, but we can never forget to do some funny things to
hearten ourselves and others.

How can Nick stand up when he falls? He doesn't even have limbs, but he stands up
with his faith. He made himself fall on the ground, and tried to stand up over and
over again. He must have feared but he overcame his dread. Everyone will fear
something sometimes, even Michael Jordan would be afraid of not performing well
during the competitions. But the most important is that we need to conquer our fear.
Once | was too shy to talk to strangers, not to mention making friends with others.
Because of this book, | signed up a camp and tried to make new friends during this
summer vacation. | decided to give myself a chance that could change my life.
Fortunately, | found it easy to turn strangers into friends by starting with  “Hello!”
or “Good morning!” Thanks to Nick, now | am more confident than before.

If the path of my life is covered with stumbling blocks and | am sure to fall flat on my
face, | will still rise up and turn these stumbling blocks into my stepping stones and
step on to them!

This inspiring book gives me many encouragements that | can hardly learn from my
life. With the increasing of my age, | know | can learn different things every time |
read it.

PO~ Bfamased
1. If you had a kid like Nick Vujicic, would you bring him up and be willing to treat him
like other kids?

2. If you could ask Nick a question, what would you want to ask?
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Because of a bet with his friend, Higgins had six months to turn a vulgar flower girl
into a lady with an upper-class accent. Through the process of training, he also
learned something from Eliza.
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You only think about yourself. " ve had enough of this.(p.14)

| just don’ tthink very much of women, that’ s all, and I like to live in my own
way.(p.14)

I’ 1l never know what make it so exciting; why all at once my heart took flight.(p.20)

=~ IRAVEIEL

As Eliza's teacher, Higgins still treated her like an ignorant flower girl. A phonetician
could coach a flower girl for upper-class accent in six months, but the excellent and
proud professor forgot the most important thing— empathy. | think that must be
the reason why Eliza chose to leave when she could speak without a strong London
accent. No one likes to be treated as a servant by others. Everyone wants to be
respected, including a flower girl.

Empathy is an attitude inclusive of understanding, respect, forgiveness and
cherishing for everything. As humans, we are all eager for others’ empathy;
however, we always forget we can use the same ability when we treat other people,
especially those whose status is lower than ours.

Just like Professor Higgins, he never saw Eliza as a student. The reason for training
her was not to tarnish his reputation. He even asked Eliza to pick up his slippers like a
servant.

But what about us? Do we really treat others with a sympathetic heart? If we do,
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then why, every time we see vagrants on the street, do we only think they are dirty
rather than they are homeless? Like Professor Higgins, we are the same. We all think
about others in our mind; nevertheless, we forget that everyone is different; their
situations are not the same as ours. We can’ t use our ways to cope with other
people’ s problems. We should respect their choice, and understand what they
really need.

| have read a saying before, “When kids are worried and afraid, bend down and hold
their hands; when partners feel frustrated, squat down, understand their feelings,

”

and accompany them to go through the tough time.” It isn't hard to treat others

with empathy; it is based on whether you’ |l do it or not.

Y ~ B amefend -
What do you think about Eliza’ s leaving? Do you think she should come back and

stay with Professor Higgins?
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The clones,Kathy,Ruth and Tommy,had a complicate love triangle.They didn't intend
to escape their fortune,they just accepted the truth: clones were made to donate

their organs ,and towards death.
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And these two people in the water,trying to hold onto each other, holding on as hard
as they can,but in the end it's just too much.The current's too strong.They've got to
let go, drift apart.That's how | think it is with us. (p.282)

The memories | value most,| don't see them ever fading.(p.286)

=~ IRAVEIES
The issue of clones is controversial and complicated in today's society. Most people
avoid discussing this kind of serious topic in that it involves a lot of things, such as
human rights and morality. And as the basic standards that regulate people's
behavior are broken, the world may be in panic and out of order. However, the book
“Never Let Me Go” reveals clones' situation, take readers look through the main
characters mind and make us experience their different changes in every stage of
their doomed life. Then, we will comprehend that being a clone is a lamentable thing

that is worth our sympathy and more respect.

The characters, Kathy, Ruth and Tommy, make up the whole story with their
relationships, which were complex and subtle. Kathy and Ruth were good friends,

though their personalities were totally different. Kathy was mild and sensitive but
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didn't know how to pursue her love initiatively, so she saw Ruth and Tommy become
lovers and could do nothing to change the condition. She was usually lonely whether
she was in cottage or became a carer. She was like a satellite which revolved alone
around the mission she had to complete and missed their past alone. By contrast,
Ruth was competitive and unpredictable. She knew what she wanted and tried her
best to get it. But she confessed she kept Kathy and Tommy apart on purpose in the
end. | think the thing stressed her for a long time and it made her unhappy and
regretful. Saying sorry wasn't an easy thing for her because she was self-minded, so |
admire her in the end. Tommy, the boy in the middle of the two girls, was child-like
and naive. He always expressed his emotion directly and didn't lie. So, when he was
frustrated and depressed in the end, he shouted loudly as if he wanted to accuse the
world of the unfairness. And that makes me feel upset on the grounds that the roads

of their lives seemed to be rough and full of obstacles.

Hailsham, the “school” where the clones study, plays a big role in the book. In the
place, they could be well protected and had the chances of education. But the school
also secluded them from the real world and restricted them from getting the
information, so the students even didn't know what their future was like.To my
astonishment, when they got to realize that the main purpose of the clones being
created was to donate their organs with the view to benefiting people, they were
tranquil and even didn't resist the fact. In my eyes, they were born to gradually walk
towards the death, as they all understood that was their most important obligation in
the world. And that makes me ponder how fortunate we are to have a normal life to

pursue our dream and decide to live a life we like.

The atmosphere of the book is sorrowful. It is surrounded by the topic  “loss” The
clones lost their companions, lost the dignity, lost the freedom, and even lost their
lives. And at the end of the story, Kathy lost Ruth and Tommy. As the story goes on,
my heart seems to drop down deeper and deeper. And the most impressive
paragraph to me is that when Kathy and Tommy realized that deferral didn't exist. |
can imagine how depressed they were, because they loved each other. They clung to
the last opportunity to find a way to go, but they failed. Life to them is a painful
process, not a box of chocolate. They don't have the right to choose, they are
chosen .

2 LA H .
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Are clones doomed to sacrifice their lives in order to save human's lives ?

Do clones have the rights to accept education, own better lives and pursue their
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dreams ?
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During the trip to Nepal, John Wood has a chance to visit to a library and discovers
his passion in his life. Thus, he leaves his career and creates the nonprofit
organization “Room to Read” .

= NS
Too many children in the developing world started life disadvantaged from day one

because their mother had not gained an education. (p.23)

Most charities build one or two school. | want to build hundreds. (p.77)

=~ IRAVEIES

Now more and more people complain they have a hard time getting a great job. As
for children, they would rather use the tablet computer or smartphones than read
some books. On the contrary, people in developing countries struggle to get rid of
poverty. Although they work hard every day, they only earn little money. Their
children are eager to learn, but there are few schools. They do not have sufficient
school supplies. In a vicious circle, everyone is poor so they cannot make much
investment in education. A civic society book says that we humans have rights. With
rights, no one is able to control your life, freedom or any opportunity to make your
dream come true. Ironically, if everyone had rights, poverty should be the thing of
the past. “You’ re born in Scarsdale; you win the right to gain an education. You’

re born in Bongota, you' re denied that opportunity. It" s arbitrary. It" s not fair.”
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After John Wood brings a lot of books to Nepal, the residents are going crazy! They
are excited and joyful. Although they are happy, John Wood still seems to be
unhappy because there are thousands of people without books. We are all human
beings, so we are supposed to take care of people suffering from poverty. Although
we don’ t have a lot of money, ability, and time, we still can do something. Many
people think they can’ t do it so that they give up. Nothing can be achieved without
taking action. If we take a little action to lend a helping hand, the world will become
different.

As the saying goes, “Great oaks from little acorns grow.” At the beginning of
setting up Room to Read, John Wood hopes people’ s donations can be tax-
deductible. For me, | have known that entrepreneurs can be tax-deductible by
donation. To be honest, | think the policy is useless because most people aren’ t
hearty to help those in need. They just want to help save money. At first, John Wood
is frustrated with an organization with a five-star office but zero-star personality.
However, with a ton of energy, he meets people making his heart immediately go
from nearly empty to overflowing with optimism. Thus, | have changed my mind. Of
course, they don’ t pay additional tax due to their donation. But their

“almsgiving” may make a lot of people get rid of the rim of poverty, grief and
desperation. From then on, the thought gives me a fresh sight into the meaning of
donation. The last but not the least, after all, there are still some people willing to

help people in need.

In my opinion, | see eye to eye with John Wood. | find it hard to imagine a world in
which something as random as where you were born could result in lifelong illiteracy.
Thus, John Wood takes action to collect books for poverty-stricken areas. He hopes
that he can give children the equal chance of education. As Muhammad Yunus
declared, “Our grandchildren will go to museums to see what poverty was like.”

That’ s what | earnestly pray for.

Y ~ B emeferd -
You have a successful job, but you want to do charity work as well. If you could only

choose only one of them, which one would you choose?
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Horrible tragedies happen in countries where education are less valued than guns.
John Wood decided to change this situation by sending books to children in the poor

countries in this world.

IS ¢
“I would not say good-bye.” He said with a smile, “Instead, | will say  ‘pheri
bhetaunlaa.” This means ‘until we see each other again.”  If you come back

with books, please remember that we have seventeen schools in my province.”
(p.12)

=~ IRAVEIEL

The kernel idea of Room to Read— World Change Starts with Educated Children—
gives me a brand-new concept about education. For children who live in remote
countries, education is the only way to change their—and their poor families’ —
lives. In Taiwan, every citizen is born with the right of being educated. For us,
studying and receiving information are like pieces of cake and we always take them
for granted. On the other hand, in Nepal, Vietnam or India, learning is almost like
asking for the moon. | was really touched when reading the story about helping Vu, a
Vietnam teenager who extracted every single minute learning how to operate Excel.
Excel, a Microsoft in-built program, which we use every day but do not pay much
attention to how it actually works, was taken seriously by a young man who
unfortunately was not able to attend school.I" m so astonished that there are still

eager learners who refuse to let any obstacle prevent them from gaining more
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knowledge.

Another example also shocked me. Room to Read once encountered a severe crisis
when 911 terrorist attack exploded. Where did such hatred come from? In East Asia,
textbooks are filled with hatred. Children don’ t absorb the same basic counting as
we do; instead, enmity teaches them about gunpowder and slaughter. In Africa, not
every child is given the chance to be educated. Some of them are sent to be cannon
fodder, exploring the world with blood smeared on their hands. Education affects a
person’ s life in an obvious and incredible way.

After reading John’ s book, | came up with a new idea about why we should be
educated — to lend a helping hand. | was really ashamed as | knew that people
who underwent miserable lives still seized every opportunity to learn. What about
us? We have never suffered from being lacking in knowledge or information, so we
should be greatly thankful for what we own, and should be generous to give what we
have. We are blessed to be born in such a wonderful world; what we own is much
more than what we truly need. As the saying has proved, “It is more blessed to
give than to receive.” The more we have, the more we should provide. John has
established a great icon for us to emulate, and | think it is our time to take leaps of
faith. No matter how much money you donate, or how many opportunities you
create for poor children, once you have an urge to change the world, according to

Gandhi, you are the change in future!

g~ e

1.Do you agree with John’ s motivation — the world can be changed by
widespread education? Why or why not?

2.Are you willing to quit your well-paid job and dedicate yourself to the charity work
like John Wood? Why or why not?
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There was no way to describe to his friends what he had experienced there in the

Annex room. How could you describe a sled without describing a hill and snow;and
how could you describe a hill and snow to someone who had never felt height or

wind or that feathery, magical cold? ( p.89)
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