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This seven-day trip was a unique and memorable experience. | was lucky to have this great opportunity. | learned a lot during my time in Japan.

_©IBSCGradell Lancelote Chang ~ _ _ .Y

The most valuable experience | had was having a homestay. In my host family, | could learn Japanese culture, enjoy Japanese food and lifestyle.
There were 6 people in my homestay family, including my host, my host’s parents, brother, and two grandmothers. They all showed me great hospitality
and treated me very well. We talked a lot and | learned many things from them. They also took me to several restaurants to have traditional Japanese
dishes such as okonomiyaki and sumo wrestler hot pot. The host family | had this time was quite different from other Japanese families because the
host’s dad was not Japanese, and they had lived in the US for ten years before they went back to Japan. They could speak English fluently, so | didn’t
have to worry about the language problem. Another unforgettable experience | had was visiting a Japanese high school. | interacted with the students
there and had classes for a whole day. It was worth it to make friends and experience different teaching ways. The most important part of this trip was
the symposium. | was assigned to present the environmental issue in Taiwan. | was really proud of myself that | had the courage to stand in front of
hundreds of people. Even though the presentation was only three minutes long, it was still deeply meaningful to me. Besides, | learned a lot from other
presenters, and it was obvious that everyone put lots of effort into their presentations. Except for staying at school, the school arranged tours to some
research centers. Japan is leading in scientific research in the world and a lot of Nobel Prize receivers are from Japan. It was a memorable experience.
This was the first time that | went into the labs to see how professional scientists do research. The thing that impressed me the most was the robotics
research center at Osaka University. | got to see the most advanced artificial intelligence robots. Each type of robot has different functions. Some robots
are practical, and some are for entertaining people.

This trip to Japan was amazing. I've already been to Japan many times, but the experience | had this time was very different. | hope | can visit
Japan for educational purposes in the future. Moreover, | will be the host of my Japan host next month when they visit Taiwan. | will take him to many
places and help him explore Taiwanese culture.

http://www.nehs.tc.edu.tw
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NEHS Students’ Multilingual Cross-cultural Communication Ability

Shown at Christmas Party Held by Teachers and Students of

Second Foreign Languages
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I’'m happy to be here!

© Teacher Shane Salerno
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| signed my contract to come to Taiwan and be a
part of IBSC in February of last year. Previous to that,
| have taught Special Education and Social Studies for
7 years in the United States. Things are very different
here, from both cultural and pedagogical standpoints.
It has been an enjoyable adventure seeing and learning
about the culture and teaching in Taiwan.

Culturally, being a student and teacher of the social sciences, | had already
done a fair bit of research about Taiwan before | landed. | watched videos, read
articles, and asked what questions | could of people that might know something
about the place | was going to. Everyone raved about the great food, and friendly
attitude of the Taiwanesse people. | was very happy to experience these things
first-hand. | really don’t know what you make up the famous 5 spice blend that
you guys put on everything, but | love it! | also really appreciate that | can walk
just about anywhere alone, even at night, without fear of crime, definitely
something | could not do in the USA. When | see people on the street, most are
happy to return my greetings of “Hello! And Good Morning!”

Pedagogically, teaching feels much “easier” here. My students in both my
international classes, and my ESL classes, are all hard workers. They are
well-behaved and respectful. Their memorization skills, and willingness to perform
tasks without questioning why they have been given are refreshing. In the United
States, my students had relatively strong critical thinking and problem-solving
skills, but they would also always question why they were given certain tasks,
and might refuse to do something if they didn’t believe it was “worth their time.”
My new students seem to especially appreciate differentiation in my instruction,
and are always willing to try new things.

The school day is also very different. In the US, teachers were expected to
be at their classroom (in the US, teachers stay in their classroom, and the
students change classes every period) by 7:30, with classes starting at 8:00.
There is a half-hour for lunch, and no rest time. Time between classes is 4

Our School’s First Field Trip o sscc7essica

When we first heard that the school was arranging a field trip for us, we were
so excited and couldn’t wait for the day to arrive.

There were a few surprises on the trip. For example, no one expected that
we were going to be on the bus for an hour listening to karaoke (some good
singing, some...... not so great singing).

The first thing we saw when we reached the theme park was a roller coaster
called the G5. About half of us went. The others chickened out, but stayed to
watch.

After that first ride, we split into a few groups to spend the day goofing off,
riding roller coasters, eating junk food and spending way too much money. | bet
the teachers also had a good time, spending the day without supervising naughty
kids.

The day ended all too quickly, and soon, we were herded into the bus again,
this time headed back to school. All in all, it was a great day, and | bet all of us
enjoyed it. | certainly hope there’ll be another one soon.

B R e |

minutes, not 10. Class ends at 3:16 at my old school, with the teachers being
allowed to leave at 3:30. Despite the somewhat shorter day, teachers are all
expected to teach in their classroom for 6 class periods each day. In contrast,
| teach 23 classes per week, though 7 of these classes are considered “extra”
in the terms of my contract. There is no homeroom in the US, and many of the
tasks performed by homeroom teachers in Taiwan are performed by office staff.
Discipline is handled directly by subject teachers, or the Dean of Discipline, if it
becomes necessary. Disruptive students are removed from class, and have
disciplinary referrals written for them that stay in their academic record for the
entirety of their academic careers. | see students sometimes posted outside of
the teachers offices for disciplinary reasons here, but have never had to punish
a student beyond a verbal scolding in Taiwan.

Extracurricular activities are also different. In the US, many students will
participate in sports, or clubs after school. The clubs are not a part of the school
day as they are here, rather, they are “extra” activities that students can choose
to participate in, or go home. Sports teams from schools in smaller communities
are often a point of pride for the community, with many members of the community
who don’t have children at the school attending games and competitions for
entertainment.

Perhaps the biggest difference is the respect that teachers are given in Taiwan.
In the United States, teaching is considered an honorable profession, but also
viewed as something “anyone” can do, and not worthy of extra respect or
expertise. Consequently, parents are likely to argue with teachers over grades
or discipline, and will demand changes on the part of teachers before demanding
changes from their children. Because teachers are not viewed with the same
respect in the US, they are often blamed for the shortcomings of the students,
and held accountable for problems beyond their control. It is not unheard of for
a parent to blame a teacher for their child’s poor performance on an exam rather
than the student’s poor study habits.

| am much happier in Taiwan. My job feels less stressful, my students have
better attitudes, and the entire atmosphere here is more constructive. Thank
you for having me! If you see me walking on the campus, please don'’t be afraid
to say “Hello.” | will be sure to reciprocate with a smile!
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